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i Classifications of Computers: Micro, Mini, Mainframe, Super

Discover different types of computers classified by size, capability, and purpose, including microcomputers,
minicomputers, mainframes, and supercomputers.

Key Points:
Types of Computers

Computers can be classified based on their size, capabilities, and purpose. Understanding these
classifications helps in appreciating the diverse applications of computing technology.

Classification by Size and Power:

e Microcomputers: These are the smallest and least expensive computers, designed for individual
users. They include:
o Personal Computers (PCs): Desktops, laptops, notebooks.
o Tablets: Portable devices with touchscreens.
o Smartphones: Handheld devices combining phone and computing functions.
o Workstations: High-end microcomputers designed for demanding technical or scientific
applications.
¢ Minicomputers: Larger than microcomputers but smaller than mainframes. They are often used as
servers in small to medium-sized organizations or for specific tasks. They can support multiple users
simultaneously.
¢ Mainframe Computers: Large, powerful, and expensive computers used by large organizations
(e.g., banks, airlines) for critical applications, bulk data processing, and transaction processing. They
can support thousands of users and applications.
e Supercomputers: The fastest, largest, and most expensive computers, designed to perform
complex calculations at extremely high speeds. They are used for scientific research, weather
forecasting, nuclear research, and complex simulations.

Other Classifications (Briefly):

¢ Analog Computers: Process continuous data (e.g., temperature, pressure).
» Digital Computers: Process discrete data (binary 0s and 1s). Most modern computers are digital.
e Hybrid Computers: Combine features of both analog and digital computers.

Exam Tip: Be able to differentiate between the main types of computers (Micro, Mini, Mainframe, Super) with
examples and their typical applications.
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