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il Introduction to Web Standards and Accessibility

Learn about the importance of web standards for interoperability and accessibility guidelines to ensure
websites are usable by everyone.

Key Points:

Web Standards are a set of guidelines and best practices established by the World Wide Web Consortium
(W3C) and other organizations. They ensure that web content can be accessed and rendered consistently
across different browsers, devices, and platforms.

Importance of Web Standards:

¢ Interoperability: Ensures that websites work correctly on various browsers (Chrome, Firefox, Safari)
and devices (desktops, tablets, mobiles).

e Future-Proofing: Adhering to standards makes websites more robust and adaptable to future
technologies.

¢ Maintainability: Standard-compliant code is generally cleaner, easier to understand, and simpler to
maintain.

e SEO Benefits: Search engines can more easily crawl and index standard-compliant websites, leading
to better search rankings.

Web Accessibility refers to the practice of making websites usable by people with disabilities. This
includes individuals with visual, auditory, physical, speech, cognitive, and neurological disabilities.

Importance of Web Accessibility:

e Inclusivity: Ensures that everyone, regardless of their abilities, can access and interact with web
content.

¢ Legal Requirements: Many countries have laws (e.g., WCAG - Web Content Accessibility Guidelines)
mandating accessible websites, especially for government and public services.

e Improved UX for All: Accessible design often leads to a better user experience for all users,
including those without disabilities (e.g., better navigation, clear content).

e Broader Audience Reach: Makes your website available to a larger segment of the population.

Accessibility guidelines often involve providing alternative text for images, using clear and consistent
navigation, ensuring keyboard navigability, and providing captions for videos.

Exam Tip:

Define web standards and web accessibility, and explain why both are crucial for modern web development.
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